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i Pet. I. 8. 

i» whom, the? now*Te fee Him not, 
yet Believing, Te rejoyce with Joy 
unjpedkable and full of Glory. 

THE Defire of Happinefs is fo ftrong- 
ly implanted in Us, It has fo deep a 
Foundation both in Nature and Rea- 
(on, that One fhould be apt, under 
a clofe and unprejudiced Attention to it, to 
imagine, that the beft and nobleft Profped: 
of it fhould almoft neceflarily influence Mens 
Faith and Pradice j that They fhould be defi- 
rous of believing a Syftem, which promifes an 
Eternal Happinefs, and equally ftudious to per- 
form the Conditions of attaining it. But if 
We defcend from Contemplation to Fad:, i£ 
from what We might reafonably exped, We 
turn our Thoughts to what we adually fee, 4 
The Principles and Pradices of Mankind give 
Us a very different, a very melancholy Pro- 
fped:. Their Defeds however and Mifcar- 
riages in Pradice, tho' far from defenfible, are 
yet eafy enough to be accounted for. The 
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fame urgent Defire of Happinefs makes them 
either overlook or wilfully negled a more im- 
portant future Intereft for the Sake of a pre- 
fent and more immediate Pleafure. There is 
fbme Temptation at leaft, fome imaginary Ap- 
pearance of Satisfa&ion in thefe Cafes, and 
They are far from chufing Evil as fuch, or for 
its own Sake. But our Speculative Infidels 
feem to have arifen even to this unaccountable 
unnatural Pitch, and to triumph ferioufly in 
fuch a deplorable Scheme, as, One would 
think, muft terrify all feriou? confiderate Per- 
fons. Our glorious Faith is renounced, and 
with an Appearance too of great Satisfaction, 
for a Perfwafion full of real Horror and Mor- 
tification, and the Profeflbrs of Chriftianity 
are even infulted and ridiculed, for being will* 
ing to acknowledge their own Title to an hap- 
py Immortality. Yet if This be not a Truth, 
It is fuch an Error, as We have certainly a 
natural Prejudice in Favour of, and therefore 
were the Advocates for unaffifted Reafon guid- 
ed in Earneft even by That only, yet the leaft 
They could impartially have done, had been 
to exprefs with Concern, that They could not 
acquiefce in the Evidence of fo defireable a 
Creed, as We Chriftians profefs. But on the 
contrary, Infidelity is made Matter of Mirth 

and 



and Triumph, They rejoyce, or at Ieaft pro- 
fefe to do fo, in having, as They think, dif- 
cerned the infufficient Foundations of that Re- 
velation, on which the Pardon of all our Sins, 
the Security of all our Hopes and our Title to 
everlafting Happinefs depend. But is This at 
the loweft, on their own Principles, if I may 
call them fuch, a Matter of Sport and Satif- 
fa&ion? or when confidered by a Chriftian, 
Does It call for our Pity rather, ox our Indig- 
nation, to fee Men taking Pleafure in fuch 
miferable Principles, and exulting as if They 
had made a Difcovery of great Confequence 
to the Benefit and Welfare of Mankind > The 
llluftration of our better Hopes will be both 
an agreeable and a profitable Subjed: of Me- 
ditation, for in the Refult the Whole Strength 
of Infidelity depends on the contrary Suppofi- 
tion. It is not by mere Speculation and Ar- 
gument, that We can expe& to recover Thofe 
to our Holy Faith, who were never tempted 
and feduced from it by any Strength of Argu- 
ment. The Evidences of Religion have been 
a thoufand Times proved and demonftrated, 
and do and ever will ftand unanfwered by 
them* Their Cavils at Scripture Difficulties 
have received diftind and fatisfa&ory Solu- 
tion^ and have indeed been anfwered to a fur- 
prizing 
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prizing Degree of Clearnefs, confidering the 
Diftance of Time We ftand at from their Ori- 
ginal Promulgation. The only real Tempta- 
tion therefore to Loofe Principles lies in this, 
that Men flatter Themfelves, that the Disbe- 
lief of Religion is a comfortable Thought, and 
that They may enjoy Themfelves and their 
Pleafures more truly and fatisfadtorily under 
this Refuge, than under the Acknowledgment 
of the Chriftian Faith. It cannot > therefore 
be an unferviceable Work to dete&.this Error 
alfo; to fhew that our Religion is as well an 
amiable Syftem as a certain Truth, and that 
the Delight and Comfort even of our prefent 
Station may and can only be provided for by 
the Influence of the Precepts and Promifes of 
the Gofpel. And We cannot take Occafion 
to reprefent this from a more emphatical Ex- 
preflion, or more convincing Exigence, than 
That which the Text fets before Us, In whory 
fays St. Peter ) Speaking of the Author and Fi- 
nifher of our Faith, In rvhom^ tho novo Te fee 
Him noty yet Believing^ Te re Joyce with Joy un* 
jfpeakable and full of Glory* 

It was addrefled by the Apoftle to Thofe, 
who were under the trying Circumftances of 
Perfecution for this very Profeffion, and yet 
even here He reprefents i% as the Foundation 

of 



of fuch Joy! as could not be equalled either 
in Kind or Degree by any other Perfwafion. 
The Chriftian Faith in the ordinary Courfe of 
Things did plainly • provide for their better 
Security from all Dangers, and by the bene- 
ficial Virtues, which It prefcribed, was calcu- 
lated for Social and Perfonal Profperity and 
Pelight; and where extraordinary Violence 
and Calamities interrupted the natural Good 
Effe<Sts of fuch Heavenly Duties, there its fu- 
ture Felicities were . applicable with greater 
Force, would enable Them to triumph under 
Ajffidtion, and convert their heavieft Sorrows 
into a Subject of Joy and Con folat ion. 

The Whole Paffage is full of this grateful 
Spirit of Triumph and Exultation on a View 
of the Bleffings of the Evangelical Difpenfa- 
tion, and that belt Support, which It would 
afford them in the worft Circumftances. Blef- 
fedy fays the Apoftle, be the God and Father* of 
our Lord Jefus Chrifty which according to his abun- 
dant Mercy hath begotten %)s again unto a lively 
Hope, by the . fyfurreRion of Jefus Chrifi from 
the Deady To an Inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiledy and that fadeth not away, referved 
in Heaven for You ; IVho are kept by the Power 
of God thro Faith unto Salvation, ready to be 

revealed in the lafi Time* Wherein Ye greatly 
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te Joyce, tho mm fit a Sea/on, {if need be) Te are 
in Heaviness thro manifold Temptations $ That 
the Trial of your Faith being much more precious 
than of Gold that perijbethy tho 9 It be tried with 
Fire, might be found unto Praife and Honour 
and Glory j at the appearing of Jefus Chrift : 
Whom having not feen Te love. In Whom tho" 
now Te fee Him not, yet Believing Te rejoyce 
with Joy unfpeakable and fall of Glory. 

Indeed the Chriftian Faith is throughout 
the Whole Syftern joyous and delightful. The 
End It propofes to Us is ravilhing and glo- 
rious, and The Means It prefcribes are falu- 
tary and beneficial. It reprefents the prefent 
Life as a Paflfage to a better, its Enjoyments 
as Earnefb of more valuable Hopes, and even 
its Afflictions as Means of improving our Vir- 
tue and enhancing our final Recompence. 
The Sum of all its Dodrines and Precepts is 
either Delightful in itfelf, or made fo by this 
Article, in Relation to the After-Scene of our 
Exiftence, and therefore in this View highly 
deferves our Attention, and will encreafe our 
Regard to the Religion that blefles Us with h. 
Whether This Article be Peculiar to this 
Revelation alone, whether the Heathen Phi- 
losophers or Jewifh Teachers believed a future 
State of Recompence, or not> (tho' I am firm- 
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I y perfwaded that Both did) yet with Regard 
to the Clearnefs of the Representation, the 
Nature and Degree of its dory, and more eC 
pecially the Title to it, on which our Hope* 
are founded, in thefe Refpe&s It is entirely 
Chrifttan, and our Saviour may particularly be 
laid to have brou$t Life and Immortality to 
Zaght thro the Gofpel. A Happy Futurity is 
not only taught by his Doctrine, but founded 
on his Merits, and purchafed by his Blood, 
and All our Pretentions to it are built on the 
Propitiatory Oblation offered by Him to the 
Divine Juftice, as an Atonement for our Trans- 
greffions. This is the Meritorious Caufe of 
oar Salvation j This is die true Ground of the 
Chriftian Triumph, for which alone even our 
fbrfaken Sins ace pardoned, and our beft Works 
accepted. Here We have a fure Claim, where 
Others have but an uncertain Hope. In this 
as well as Other Inftances, our Faith excells 
the Efforts of unaffifted Reafon, and 'tis the 
great Privilege and Bleffing of our Religion, 
that It opens to Us this gracious Method and 
Syftem of Mercy, and gives Us upon our beft 
Endeavours, tho' a more Humble, yet as fe- 
cure a Title to Acceptance and Happinefs, as 
if We had been Self-fufficient, and could have 
pleaded Original Righteoufneis. Our Saviour, 

the 
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the Scripture tells TJs, once fufferedfor Vs up- 
on Earth, the Juft for the ^njufi^ that He 
might bring Us to God, and to the fame Pur- 
pofe is now interceding for Us in Heaven, 
and tho' for that Reafon, now We fee Him not y 
yet Believing in Him y We rejoyce with Joy un- 
speakable and full of Glory. Juftified by his 
Merits We can look up with Comfort, and 
Supported by his Promifes We can look for- 
ward with Delight, and by Both can regard 
with Indifference the tranfitory Vanities and 
Troubles of this Life , fixing our Attention 
on that glorious Conclufion of them, ' which 
neither Force nor Fraud can deprive Us of, 
nor our moft exalted Imaginations raife Us 
to a due Notion of its Value and Felicity. 

And Is not This then a very Joyful Con- 
fideration ? Would not Every Rational Perfon 
wifh, that a Profpeft fo agreeable and delight- 
ful, might prove well-founded, and that our 
Hopes herein were fecure and certain? Where 
then is the mighty Foundation for Triumph 
in the contrary Opinion, the extraordinary Sa- . 
tisfa&ion pretended in having detected this 
Error? We know indeed the Mifery of this 
Opinion, becaufe We know for certain the fa- 
tal Delufion that They are under, and that ir« 
reverfible Mifery, that will one Day fadly con- 
vince 
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Vinee therih But I would at prefent rather 
confider the Unhappy State of an Infidel up- 
on his own Principles, the uncomfortable In- 
fluence that the Disbelief of another World 
has and mull neceffarily have upon the Enjoy- 
ment of this. A Brief Confideration of which 
will at lead evidence the little Reafbn He has 
to be fo mightily pleafed Himfelf with his ima- 
gined Difcovery, or fo ftudious to propagate 
it amongft Others. To this End I fhall con- 
fider Him both as a Member of Society, and 
as a private Perfon, and in each View the 
Comfort and Defireablenefs of this Article of 
our Religion will appear, as the only tolera- 
ble Security from the Injuries of Others, the 
only fare Foundation for any perfonal SatiC- 
fa&ion* 

As for the former, the Queftion is briefly 
this, whether Honefty, whether Virtue and 
Confcience are of any Service to Society, or 
whether It be more eligible to dwell amongft 
Thofe, who have no Reftraint on their Pat 
fions, nor any Tie whatfoever to regard the 
Life and Welfare of Others. That Any Doubt 
concerning a future State is reducible to A- 
theifm, or what is juft the fame to Us, to a 
Denial of Providence, is evident; and that 
upon the Disbelief of That, there cannot be 
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either any Obligation to, or any fufficient Eih 
forcemeat of Virtue, is equally certain. Even 
Natural Religion owes all its binding Force 
to the Confideration of the great Author of 
Nature. Reafon Itfelf is not, properly fpeak- 
iog, the Ground of Obligation, but only the 
Means and Manner of discovering the Will of 
Him, whofe Will We are in Duty bound to 
obey. Take away the Acknowledgment or Su- 
perintendence of that Being, to whom We 
awe our own, and We have certainly an un- 
controulable liberty over Oorfelves and our 
ConduA. I might add, that upon this Athei- 
ftical Suppofition, even the Reafon of Things 
would bear a quite different Notion from what 
It does on Religious Principles, and a Man 
might argue as ftrongly for making- his own 
private Intereft the chief Rule and Principle 
of his Conduct, as for any other Scheme what- 
ever. It will be the lefs neceffary therefore to 
enlarge on the Infufficiency of every other En- 
forcement of Virtue. To omit many other 
material Exceptions to Each, there is this ob- 
vious and important Defect in them all, that 
They cannot prevent a fecret Mifchief. Where 
there is no Obligation on the Confcience, no 
Apprehenfion of a Superior Being, or a fu- 
ture Account, there It is plain, that there is 

no 
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no other Motive to an Honeft Pra&ice, than 
what arifes from the Convenience or Incon- 
venience attending it. Now Human Laws 
may frequently by Force or Fraud be evaded ; 
Reafbn may be neglefted, filenCed or pervert- 
ed ; and as for Honour, or a Regard to Re- 
putation, where It is duly ftated, It cannot 
affc£t our private Adions, and where It is not, 
as according to the prefent prevailing Notion 
of Honour, It is much otherwife, there This 
very Principle, which is to pafs for a fufficient 
Restraint on Paffion, is really in icfelf more 
mifchievous and deftrudive, than any natural 
PafiQon in our Conftitution. 
. And is not then the Infidel in a comfortable 
Situation upon his own Principles, and is not 
Society deeply indebted to Him for his Difa> 
very ? Is there not great Reafon to triumph 
in fuch a Scheme, as would put Every One in 
Ijhmutl's Condition, of having his Handagainfi 
Every Man, and Ev$ry Mans Hand againfi 
Him, and would deftroy the moft efFe&ual 
Restraint that Men lie under from the Wbrft 
of Injuries and Cruelties to Each Other ? Par- 
ticularly, Can It be Matter of Satisfa&ion to 
Him, to deftroy the only Security for that 
Life, beyond which He claims no Profpe<ft, or 
at leaft for the Happinefs of it r agaiiift the 

Pq- 
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Defigns of Refentment, Intereft, or arty other 
vicious Motive ? Or rather, Is not the gene- 
ral Welfare of the Publick, and therein Every 
Private Man s Happinefs concerned, that Reli- 
gious Principles fhould prevail, and that We 
fiiould be influenced by Confcience in our In- 
tercourfe with Each Other ? One would think, 
This muft be acknowledged defireable, and e- 
ven That very Suppofition, that Religion was 
the Contrivance of crafty Priefts and Politi- 
cians, according to the Language of our Times, 
is fufficient at leaft to prove this Point. To 
confider Him therefore no longer as a Mem- 
ber of Society, Let Us view Him in his Perfo- 
nal and Private Capacity, and obferve on the 
Disbelief of the Chriftian Do&rine of another 
Life, what Foundation would be left for any 
Relifh in the Enjoyments of this, or for any 
Remedy againft the Afflictions of it. 

As Man is compounded of two Parts, a Body 
and a Soul/ All the Satisfaction that He is ca- 
pable of, muft arife either from, the Pleafures 
of Senfe or Reafbn. And as our prefent Con- 
futation ftands, Each of Thefe require in fome 
Degree the Gratification of Each Other, to 
make Either truly comfortable. Whilft our 
Souls are united to this Mafs of Flefh and 
{ttood, We cannot live comfortably merely up- 
on 



on fhining Speculations, but are deeply inte- 
refted in the Welfare of this inferior Fart of 
Us, and tho' a thinking Man upon rational and 
religious Reflections may bear refignedly the 
Sufferings and Afflictions of it, yet Afflictions 
however They muft be allowed to be at the 
prefent. Much lefs can the Pleafures of Senfe 
only compleat the Felicity of a Creature dif- 
tinguilhed by the fuperior Principle of Reafon. 
Yet even This loweft View of Enjoyment is 
contradicted and defeated by the very Scheme, 
which is purpofely calculated to promote it. 
For What is This unbounded Liberty of Pra- 
ctice gained by this Difcovery, but in Effeft a 
Licence to make Ourfel ves Mifcrable > Thofe 
Vices, which are forbidden by the Chriftian 
Law, are fuch as a Wife Man would Ihun for 
his own Sake, fuch as are as deftru&ive of his 
prefent Happinefs in this World, as They are 
of his Welfare in the Other according to the 
Dodrine of Chriftianity. What deplorable 
Objects are there in the World, reduced to 
the miferable Condition They are in, by the 
free Ufe of that uncontrouled Liberty, which 
They claim over Themfel ves and their A&ions? 
How ruinous are the natural Effects of De- 
bauchery, which is the very End and Aim of 
this Licentious Scheme ? And would not Eve- 
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ry Wife Man then even on the Motive of In- 
tereft only be defirous of being tied by the. 
ftri&eft Obligations from Practices, which are 
fo fatally pernicious and deftrudive? Is it de- 
fireable, that We fhouW lie under no Reftraint 
from thofe ftrong and alluring Temptations, 
which if followed would unavoidably lead to 
Ruin and Mifery ? 

Yet Thefe Mifchiefs confequent upon thefe 
pernicious Principles are ftill incontiderabte in 
Refpedi of Thofe, which It derives upon the 
Superior Part of our Compolition. The Pains 
and Miferies, which It brings upon the Body, 
are fmall in Comparison of thofe more pun- 
gent Affli&ions, which It necefTarily creates to 
the Mind. For there is a Natural Defire of 
Immortality in Us, which all the Arts of Obli- 
vion cannot blot out. And the very Impor- 
tance of the Subjed, if It was not natural, 
would awaken Every Thinking Man s Refle- 
xions. Whether We are to continue for ever 
in a future State, or muft lay down our Beings 
with our Lives, is an Enquiry of fo much Con- 
fequence, that Indifference concerning it is un- 
natural and aftonifhing. And here the Infidel 
embraces the dark Side of the Queftion, and 
profeffedly fets Himfelf on a Level with the 
Beafts that perifh. The Profped of Hereafter 

He 
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He freely disclaims, and concludes, that his 
DifFolution will prove the Extinction of his 
Being. And Is not even This a very terrifying 
Reflection , fufficient to render infipid and 
cbtnfbrtlefs the beft, the moft fortunate Situa- 
tion in this Life ? Would not the ProfpecJ: of 
our own Annihilation annihilate even all our 
prefent Satisfactions ? For What Relifh could 
there be in the beft Worldly Enjoyments to 
One, who knew not, but that the Next Mo- 
ment might put an End to his Delights and to 
Himfelf? Would It not then be a Melancholy 
Confederation, that We mould have Reafbn 
joft to make Us capable of Superior Mifery, 
and to diftinguifh Us from the Brute Part of 
the Creation by more afflictive Sufferings? Yet 
This is really the Cafe, if there be no future 
State of Retribution. For the Beafts are trou- 
bled with the Pains of Senfe only, and confe- 
quently with thofe only, which are prefent. 
Having not the Power of any diftant Refle- 
ction, They difturb not Themfelves with pad 
Sufferings, nor anticipate future ones by unea- 
fy Prefages. But Man, to make Him more 
compleatly wretched, is endued with the Pow- 
er of Thought to aggravate the Sufferings, 
which now opprefs Him, to renew the Smart 

of thofe which are paft, by Memory and Re- 
flection, 
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fledion, and to foreftall thofe which are ttt 
come, or which in Poffibility only may happen 
hereafter. Tis true, the firft Mention of the! 
Chriftian Dodrine clears up every Difficulty of 
this Kind, and under the Profpedt, which That 
affords Us, We can even rejoyce frith Joy un- 
jpeakable and full of Glory* — But according to 
the Infidels boafted Scheme, This is the Uni- 
verfal State of Mankind, to begin by Chance* 
live in Mifery and end in Nothing. A moft 
comfortable Opinion truly of our Creation* 
and a moft encouraging Motive to give in to 
fuch inviting Scheme ! Or ferioufly, Gan there 
be a greater Principle of Horror and Uneafi* 
nefs, more {hocking to Nature and difquieting 
to Reafbn, than to believe, that our earned 
Defire of Immortality will be defeated, and 
that We (hall be hereafter, as tho* We had ne- 
ver been ? Why as melancholy a Confideration 
as This is, there is (till a more aggravative 
Circumftance of AfHi&ion in this pretended 
Scheme of Satisfaction. For however It may 
in common Difcourfe be termed Infidelity, It 
can never amount to more than Scepticifm* 
The Prejudices of Education, as Himfelf will 
call it, or as We with better Foundation, the 
Prefages of Nature, will not fuffer Him to go 
farther than Doubt on this Important Que- 

ftion. 
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ftion. He does not, He cannot, with all his 
other Abfurdities and Contradictions* pretend 
-to.clemonftrate on any Principle the Impoffibi- 
lity of this, and. there are fitch Weighty Evi* 
dences both from Reafon and Revelation for 
it, as muft ftagger the moft hardned and ob- 
ftinate Infidel But now in this Situation He 
is (till more miferable. Annihilation is his beft 
Hope, fince either Nothing or Mifery mnft be 
hi* Portion hereafter. Or could the Prefe- 
rence of thefe be poffibly difputed, as Some 
indeed have pretended to call it in Queftioa, 
yet Total Deftra&ion or irreverfible Damna- 
tion are at the beft a very terrifying Dilemma. 
Uncertainty on the moft important Event in 
the* World, with the Expectation of fa dread- 
fill an Mae on every Side, muft furely break 
thro' every inferior Thought, extinguifh every 
plcaftirable Enjoyment, and render Life itfeff 
a continual and intolerable Burden. Accord- 
ingly We frequently fee thefe Unhappy Men 
difcharge Themfelves with their own Hands 
Dut of the Miferable State, which their Scep- 
ticifin has brought them into, and caft Them- 
felves into the Terrors of the other World, to 
Avoid the Agonies of Doubt and Diftruft irt 
this. And indeed, It feems a much greater 
Wonder, that Suicide is not always, than that 

C It 
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It is fo often the Corifequence of Infidelity. 
For there is not Any Thing truly and for its 
own Sake valuable in this Life, but the Reli- 
gious Expectation of Another • not even in 
our beft Situation, when our Hopes are the 
leaft eroded, and our Fears the leaft fulfilled • 
much lefs in the frequent Afflidions of Life, 
againft which there is no Remedy on this de- 
plorable Scheme. 

For an Infidel in Calamity is the moft Mi- 
ferable Creature, that Imagination can paint. 
There is no poffible Ground of Confolation in 
his Cafe, but He is on every Side left BefflU 
tute y jiffliBedy Tormented. Whenever Misfor- 
tune befals Him, which will be no uncommon 
Cafe, whilft He continues amidft the Changes 
and Chances of this Mortal Life, then will his 
Thoughts be neceffarily rouzed towards that, 
which will not bear Refle&ion. When the 
World proves troublefome and affli&ive, when 
Friends become Deceitful, to what Refuge fliall 
He fly, or with what comfortable Thought 
fliall He fupport Himfelf, who has no Superior 
Friend to make his Appeal to, nor any com- 
fortable Profped of a Better Situation hereaf. 
ter? Nay foUneafyand fe!f-contradi<ftory a 
Thing is Scepticifm, that Thofe, who in one 
ralh Moment in an Agony of Defpair, have at- 
tempted 
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tempted to deftroy Themfelves, have at all 
other Times been the moft afraid of Death, 
of all Mankind, and as the Apoftle exprefles 
it, through Fear thereof have continued all their 
Life-Time fubjeU to Bondage. * 

Having thus imperfectly illuftrated, by a 
View of the Oppofite Scheme, the Comfort 
and Defireablenefs of thofe Truths, which the 
Infidel takes fuch pretended Fleafure in expo- 
fing, I (hall now improve what has been faid 
on this Subject into fome ufeful Inferences 
and Obfervations. 

In the Firft Place then, This very Defire- 
ablenefs of our Religion is an high preemptive 
Proof of the Truth of it. For is the Acknow- 
ledgment of an After-State neceffary to keep 
Society in tolerable Order, and Can We be- 
lieve, that God has fent Man into the World 
a Sociable Creature, without thofe Reftraints, 
which are neceffary for a Creature in that Con- 
dition ? If the Apprehenfipn of a future Life 
be requifite to preferve the Peace and Welfare 
of this, certainly We cannot imagine, that an 
All-Wife Being has fo ill provided for the 
Work of his own Hands, as to leave them 
without the neceffary Means of their Weil-Be- 
ing. Thus again with Regard to a Han's pri- 
vate and perfonal Satisfaction. As the Ac-* 

know- 
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knowledgmcnt of * better Life hereafter can 
alone give Relifh to any of the Enjoyments of 
this, or adminifter Comfort under the Affii* 
&ions of it, May We not fecurely infer, that 
there is fuch a State provided for Us, that 
Man was not fetit into the World merely to in- 
herit Vanity and Mifery, without any Rule for 
his Conduft, or any* better Profpe& for his 
Encouragement; that the Defire of Immorta- 
lity was not implanted in Him merely to tor- 
ment Him, nor the Gift of Reafon, as was 
before argued, beftowed on him only to per- 
plex and difquiet Him, and to aggravate the 
more feverely his unavoidable Afflictions ? For 
are thefc Terms of Exiftence worthy the End 
of our Creation > Or could an All- Wife Being 
make Us for fuch a State only, as no Wife 
Man, could It before be offered Him, would 
without farther Expectations, accept of? 

We may therefore Secondly, from the De* 
fireablenefs of this great Article of bur Reli* 
gion, infer the Folly of Infidels, both in that 
unnatural Joy, which They pretend to Them- 
felves, in that terrifying Scheme, which They 
have formed, and in their unaccountable Di* 
ligence and Induftry to promote fuch dreadful 
Principles atnongft Others. For is there now 
?ny Foundation for Joy and Satisfaction in 

having 



having cat off the Hopes of Immortality, and 
confequently in that contemptible Account and 
Notion, which the Infidel gives Yon of Him- 
felf ? ' For Such an One upon his own Princi- 
ples is a moft defpicable Animal. According 
to his own Account of Himfelf, his prefent 
Exiftence He owes entirely to Chance, and ex- 
pedis no more than to have it cxtinguifhed 
with the Lofs of his Breath. An End indeed ve- 
ry fuitable to fuch an Original ! How He came 
hither, He cannot certainly tell, but This He 
is moft Secure of, that He is to go no farther, 
tho' One would imagine, that This fhould be 
at Ieaft as doubtful as the Other. For It may 
be obferved after all, that even the utmoft Ex- 
tent of the Atheifts own Scheme would not 
conclude abfolutely againft a future State. An- 
other World may altogether as well be made 
by Chance as this, and We may happen once 
more to come into Being, by the fame lucky 
Concourfe of Atoms that fent Us hither at 
firft. Thus however in his own Efteem, He is 
the Child of Fortune, and the Servant of Fate, 
Inconsiderable in Life and Nothing in Death. 
But now Is not This a very terrifying Account 
of Human Nature > Is it not fuch an One, as 
jnuft rather (hock than delight a Creature en- 
dued with the Power of Reflection > Is it a 

Matter 



Matter of Pleafure and Triumph, that This 
Scene of Vanities is to bound our Profpe<3: f 
and that We are to look for Nothing better 
hereafter ? Is This degrading Scheme a ferious 
Ground of Confblation, and can It be a joy- 
ful Reflection, that Man fhould be fo inconfi- 
derable a Creature ? Why as if it were really 
thus, We fee them continually exulting, upon 
having thus argued Themfelves out of Being, 
and valuing Themfelves highly upon having 
feen farther than Others into their own Infig- 
nificancy : But the Pleafure of having made fa 
mortifying a Difcovery is what No Wife Man 
will envy Them. 

But if the Infidel be felf condemned in that 
boafted Satisfa&ion, which He pretends to take 
in his own Scheme, Are not his induftrious 
Endeavours to propagate it amongft Others 
ftill more irrational and unaccountable? For 
upon what Motive is This undertaken? The 
Great Truths of Chriftianity, or thefe Vulgar 
Errors, as He efteems them, are however be- 
neficial to Society, and highly contributive to 
the Peace and Satisfaction of every Private 
Perfon. Our Holy Religion, to place it at the 
loweft, without Regard to its infallible Evi- 
dence and Truth, is however a defireable 
Scheme, neceffary to give Us any firm Securi- 
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ty from Others, or any real Comfort in Our- 
selves. To what End then are thefe ftadious 

• 

Pains to banifli out of Mens Minds a Senfe of 
-Religion, and conlequently to undermine the 
Foundations of all publick Juftice and all Per- 
gonal Satisfa&ioh ? On what imaginable Mo- 
tive can This Condud be juftified, or even ac- 
counted for ? Or what could poflibly be the 
Confequence bf the End They aim at, but U- 
niverfal Mifery, Ruin and Confufion? Very 
different and commendable are the Chriftian's 
Motives in "propagating his Faith, even waving 
the abfblute and infallible Certainty of it. 
When We offer to convert an Unbeliever, We 
offer to fhew Him an eafy Path to endlefs Hap- 
pinefs, by fuch Principles as (hall contribute as 
much to his prefent Peace as future Felicity • 
iuch as fhall fupply Him with Confolation in 
-all the Diftrefles of Life, and enable Him to 
overcome the Fear of Death, We offer to con- 
vince Him of his own Intereft, to teach Him, 
what We believe will be infinitely profitable for 
Him 3 to remove Him from tormenting Doubt* 
to fatisfa&ory Hopes, from dangerous Errors 
to favihg Knowledge^ And This miift he con- 
fefled to be a very charitable Attempt, if It 
was not founded on fuch unqueftionable Evi- 
: dence, as It is. But now the Infidel'can have 
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Ho fuch Motive to propagate the Unhappy 
Principles He has fallen into. He cannot infi- 
nuate any Danger in the Belief of Chriftianity : 
He cannot deny bat that It is at leaft a defin- 
able Scheme* When He weakly attempts to 
object to it, He attempts not only contrary to 
Duty and Reafon, but alfo contrary even to 
oar private Satisfaction, to remove Us from a 
comfortable fixed Faith to a dreadful State of 
Doubt and Diftruft. He would perfwade Us 
out of oar joyful Expectation of Eternal Blifs, 
and in Return for this He does not pretend to 
offer any fettled Form of Belief, grounded on 
clearer Proofs, or eftablilhed on better Promi- 
ies, He would leave Us in fuch Principles, as 
would make Us Enemies to One Another, 
would deftroy the Peace and Comfort of our 
Minds, would make Us live with Uneafinefs in 
this World, and fend Us out of it in a deplo- 
rable Uncertainty. — But tho' the Security of 
Others calls on Us to expofe duly the Mifchief 
of thefe Principles, Let Us however be careful 
to diftinguifh as We ought, betwixt their Er- 
rors and their Perfons; and whilft We are mag- 
nifying the One, in order to excite in Our- 
felves a juft Abhorrence of them, Let Us cha- 
ritably and earneftly recommend the Other to 
the tender Mercies of a Long-fuffering God j 

whofe 
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Whofe drace, alone can defeat thofe induftrious 
Endeavours; whereby They Teem to be fortify^ 
ittg Themfeives againft a Poffibility of Confi- 
&ioi) ; and Let Us remain aflliredj that They 
are really the greateft ObjfeAs of Gompaffionj! 
that can prefent Themfeives to Us. 
• The Defireabletiefs of Religion however 
teaches Us Thirdly, to rejdyee ih the Light of 
oar Holy Faith; arid to be immoveably con- 
ftant to it. For as It was briefly bbferved a't 
the Entrance of this tMfcourfe, the Infidel's 
chief Strength ftands in the pleasure and Satif- 
faftion, which his Profpaft vainly promifes 
Him. It cannot ftand before Reafon and Ar- 
gument, and It never could prevail, were it 
not for that falfe Appearance of Comfort and 
Indulgence, which It carries with it. Confider 
it then in this juft Light, and if ever You are 
affaulted with Temptations of this Kind, Bear 
this honeft Prejudice in your Minds againft it, 
that You are * going to be betrayed into the 
moft deplorable and comfortlefs Situation, and 
^o be cut off from every Hope and Confola- 
tion, that can adminifter any Rational Delight* 
View it not barely in the fancied Pleafure of 
that Indulgence of your Lufts and Paffions^ 
which it will allow You in, but take Tithe to 
confidet this Scheme in all its Parts, and You 

D will 



will fee it made up of Perplexity, Mifery and 
Terror. Even the very Temptation to it ought 
to be a fufficient Antidote againft it, for it 
were Mifery enough to be let loofe to our 
own Paffions and the fatal Confequences of 
Them; yet That is indeed; the beft Side of 
this melancholy Profpedfc, the leaft- of all the 
many Miferies attending it. Under this View, 
and an impartial One it is, there will be no 
Temptation to Apoftacy, no Kind of Motive 
to defer t the comfortable Profeffion We have 
been baptized into. Under this juftifiable Pre- 
poffeffion in its Favour, Let the Evidences of 
Religion be fairly examined, and fully judged 
of, and They will ever fliine upon the Teft, 
and appear the brighter and more fatisfado- 
ry. This likewife \Ve are principally to re- 
member, that Difficulties are no Arguments 
againft Demonftrations, and that We are per- 
plexed with infinitely fewer of thefe under the 
Chriftian Religion, than under the Infidel's 
Scheme, which is wholly made up of Doubts, 
Difficulties and Uncertainties. come then, 
Let %)t Jing unto the Lord, Let %)s heartily re- 
joy ce in the Strength of our Salvation. Let Us 
refled with Satisfa&ion on the comfortable In- 
fluence of the Chriftian Do&rine, which has in 
every Article advanced our mutual and perfo- 

nat 
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nal Happinefs ; which with Regard to One 
Another, has bound the Duties of Juftice and 
Honefty on oar Conferences, not on any weak 
and precarious Motive, but by that ftricft Ac- 
count, which We (hall hereafter give, and that 
fuitable Recompence which We (hall receive : 
Which with Refpeft to our own Comfort has 
by the Revelation of a future State diffipated 
thofe momentous Doubts and Difficulties, 
which before darkned and difordered the Hu- 
man Mind, and by the Welfare of that impor- 
tant Condition has tied Us to the Practice of 
thofe Virtues, which are naturally contributive 
to our prefent Peace and Satisfaction ; which 
by that glorious Profpect, which It has given 
Us beyond the Grave, has made Us the more 
to value our prefent Situation, and yet the lefs 
unwilling to leave it -, to relifh the little En- 
joyments of it without uneafy Reflection, and 
to bear the many Calamities thereof with joy- 
ful and weighty Confolation. — In a Word, to 
be more cheerful in Profperity, and lefs deje- 
<2:ed in Adverfity, and to be better pleafed and 
fatisfied both with our Continuance in Life, 
and our Deliverance out of it. 

It maybe Seafonable and Pertinent to obfervs 
Fourthly, the Excellence and Benefits of that 
Miniftry, by which thefe joyful profitable Sa- 
ving 
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ving Truths are communicated and confirmed 
to the World ; to vindicate our Holy Fun- 
ction, and to fliew, that with Regard to the 
Intereft as well as Duty of Mankind, We are 
not That Prejudicial, are not That Ufelefs Set 
of Men represented, whilft We neither pervert 
the Defign nor exceed the Bounds of our Of- 
fice. Thus St. Paul applies a fui table Quota- 
tion from the Evangelical Prophet. 1{om. 10. 
14, iy. Speaking of the joyful Truths of the 
Gofpel He goes on, How Jhatt They believe in 
Him of whom They have not heard) and howjljall 
They hear without a Preacher^ and how Jhatt 
They preach except They be Jent ? As it is writ- 
ten. How Beautiful are the Feet of tbem y that 
preach the Gofpel of Peace and bring Glad Tidings 
of Good Tilings ? To the fame Pqrpofe the fame 
Apoftle elftwhere Significantly exprefles the 
Nature of this Office. 2 Cor. 1 . 24. We have not 
Dominion over your Faitb y but are Helpers of 
your Joy. The Doctrine, which We are com- 
miffioned to preach, is fuch as alone can give 
Value to Exiftence, fuch as only can regulate 
our Paffage thro' this World, or afford it a joy- 
ful Conclufion. It is jointly profitable in our 
Civil and our Religious Capacity, would com- 
pote the lefler Differences, and prevent all 

greater > and if faithfully applied and univer- 
se 
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fally pra&iced, would make this Earth as well 
an Emblem of Heaven, as a proper Prepara- 
tive for it. —And if there be then any Truth 
in the joyful Profpedt We have been taking, if 
any Evidence for thofe beneficial Precepts and 
glorious Promifes, which Chriftianity fets be- 
fore Us j If the Welfare of Mankind be deep- 
ly interefted in the Belief and Pra&ice of the 
Gofpel, The very Firft Reflexion on their Na- 
ture and Situation may convince U% that This 
Defign could not have been carried on and 
continued without fuch Appointment of a re- 
gular (landing Miniftry, to inftrad the Igno- 
rant, confirm the Wavering, confute the Gain- 
fayers, admonifh the Negligent, and remind 
Every One of the Certainty and Importance of 
their Salvation. JJy the due Difcharge of our 
Office We add at once to the Reformation and 
the Welfare of Mankind, and are Inftrumental 
to that great End of the Gofpel Itfelf, their 
Improvement in Holinefe and Happinefs. We 
alleviate the Care of the Civil Magi (Irate, and 
often prevent We hope the moft difagreeable 
Part of his Office, the Infli&ion of Puniftiment, 
by preventing the Offences to which It is juft> 
ly due. He can only have Influence on the 
outward Adions, and that only by the Fear 
of Vengeance, wMfl; We apply immediately to 

the 
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the Heart with the joint Motives of Rewards 
and Penalties, and can win Them to Duty by 
the Engaging Profpedt of Joy unjpcakable and 
full of Glory. And whilft We are thus employ- 
ed, We are doing the beft Service to the 
World, and have a juft Title, according to St. 
Paul's Direction, to be efieemedin Love for our 
Works Sake. If We may not plead the Autho- 
rity of our Office, yet furely the Influence and 
Effe& of it ftiould recommend Us to all the 
Lovers of Virtue and Friends to Civil Govern- 
ment. And where Thofe Interefts are rightly 
underftood, and really efpoufed, We fhall not 
fail of Encouragement, whatever private Slan- 
der or publick Infults We may be liable to from 
the different Extremes of Hypocrify and Pro- 
phanenefs. It is our great Concern, that We 
difplay the Good Effe&s of our Office, by a 
fincere and zealous Difcharge of it, that We 
give no Offence in Any Thing, that the Mini- 
ftry be not blamed, much more, that We do 
not by any real Mifapplication of our Fun&ioh 
bring Scandal and Hatred on it; that Wz preach 
not Ourf elves but Chrift Jefus the Lord, and make 
not the Gofpel of Peace the Inftrument of 
Confufion : in a Word, that No Views of In- 
tereft, Popularity or Applaufe prevail with Us 

to ftifle feafonahle Truths, nor to meddle with 

Points 
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Points foreign to oar Profeffion ; the true In- 
tent of which, was to inculcate Moral Prafti- 
ces upon Religious Principles; to point out to 
Men the P»th to their true Happinefs, and to 
exhort Them earneftly to continue in it; to 
deliver Them by the Rules of Piety and Virtue 
from the fevereft Part of Afflid:ion, and to fup- 
port them in fuch as unavoidably happens, by 
the delightful Profped of a joyful Futurity, 
where Pain and Trouble and Sorrow fhail be 
no more. 

Fifthy and LaSdy, The Deiireablenefs of this 
fundamental Dodrine of Chriftianity is an ear- 
neft Motive to an 'Holy and Virtuous Life. 
For as Nothing but the Chriftian Faith in this 
Article can make our Abode here truly com- 
fortable, fo neither will our Faith avail to this 
End, without a fuitable and -Chriftian Conver- 
fation. The Future Happinefs revealed in the 
Gofpel is every where taught to be conditio- 
nal, and tho* our ..meritorious Title to it, is 
founded on the Virtue of another, yet our 
own is alfo neceffary for the Application of it 
to our Benefit. But is not then the general 
Indifference of Chriftians as to their Conduit 
as terrifying and felf inconfiftent, as the Infi- 
del's boafted Satisfaction in his mean Opinion 
of Himfelf ? Nay Is it not rather more con- 

tradidory ? 
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tradi<9:ory? For the Former adts as He pro-* 
feffes, and lives like that contemptible Creature 
He takes Himfelf to be. Having difclaimed 
all Fretenfions to Another World, He confines 
his Views and Thoughts, as much as He cart 
to this, and fo far at Ieaft He is intelligible irt 
his Condu& But the Immoral Chriftian a<Sls 
as He does, though He thinks otherwife, and 
whilft He ptofefles to abominate his Princi- 
ples, lives juft as He would do, if He acknow- 
ledged them. The Diftin&ion lies not in any 
Difference in their outward Behaviour, but in 
the Motive only, on which They a&, (to the 
Advantage of which Side I will not determine) 
the One being adually Self-condemned, whilft 
the Other pretends to juftify his Condud up- 
on Principle. But fatal will be the Effed of 
Immorality, whatever be the Caufe, whether 
It be committed againft the Dictates of a well- 
guided Confcience, or by the Licence of a mi£ 
perfwaded One. To what End then, or of 
what Avail is all our Heat and Zeal in Specu- 
lation, if We continue Irreligious in Practice? 
Should We contend never fo earneftly for this 
comfortable Faith, and defend it never fo juft- 
ly and learnedly, yet fhall We ruin all our 
Hopes by a vicious Life, and fink Ourfelves 
the deeper in the Pit of Deftru&ion, by tranf- 
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greffing againft fo much "Light and Knowledge. 
Orthodoxy of Belief will not atone for, but 
aggravate the Guilt of a finful Conduft $ for 
tho' vain are all the Pretences of Morality 
without Religion, yet neither will the Profef- 
£on of Christianity avail unto Salvation, un- 
lefs It fhine forth in our lives and Conven- 
tions by the exemplary Pradice of Virtue and 
Morality. . The Defign of this Heavenly Do- 
&rine was to afford Us the ftrongeft Motives 
to make Us better Men, and to bring Us to 
Happinefs by no other Means than that of 
Holinefs. Remember then, that That com- 
fortable Profpe<a, opened to Us in this Reve- 
lation, requires ftilL our own Care to make it 
truly a Matter of Joy and Satisfaction to Us ; 
and Let Us, my Brethren, whofe particular 
Office It is to declare thefe Things to Others, 
be particularly careful to apply them to Our- 
felves. The Difficulties, which We lie under 
in the Difcharge of our Miniftry, need not 
now be infifted on. They are plainly feen, and 
feverely felt, and were never perhaps greater 
in every Refpeft* fince the Civil Eftablifhment 
of our Religion. But as We have been hither- 
to viewing it in the amiable View of its En- 
forcements and Encouragements, Let Us con- 
tinue this Application for our own perfonal 
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Piety and Virtue, from the Happy Affiftances* 
which our Profeffion particularly affords Us. 
•— Now Whatever outward Difad vantages It is 
attended with, yet certainly our Office is in it- 
self moft acceptable and delightful, for That 
which is the Ornament of Human Nature is 
the Peculiar Bufinels of our Profeffion, name- 
lyi to ftudy the Ways of God, and to be in- 
ftrumental to the Salvation of Men. The joy- 
ful Objedfc of the Chriftian Hope is the daily 
Subjed: of our Meditation, and whilft We are 
preparing for the Inftrudion of our People, 
We are thereby continually prefenting an a* 
greeable and ufeful Remembrance to Our- 
felves. The great Caufes of the Ruin of Man- 
kind are Ignorance and Inattention : A Want 
of a proper Convi&ion of the Truth and Im- 
portance of Religion, or an entire Difregard 
to Things of this Nature, thro* the Hurry of 
Bufinefs or Pleafure. But We are happily de- 
livered by the Nature of our Profeffion from 
thefe Occafions of Tranfgreffion. It is our 
proper Employment to be always looking in- 
to and explaining the Grounds both of Natu- 
ral and Revealed Religion, which will ever 
(hine to the Greateft Advantage upon the 
fkri&eft and moft impartial Examination. And 
the deeper Convi&ion We are under of the 
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Certainty of that glorious Profped which We 
fet before Mankind, the weaker of Courfe will 
all Temptations appear, which by vain and in- 
confiderable Allurements would interrupt Us 
in the Purfuit of fo defireable and fo necefia- 
ry an End. Did Men in earneft believe what 
They profefs> and ferioufly attend to what 
They believe, They could not certainly under 
the adual Reflection, contentedly give up the 
Hope of future Happinefs, to gain a prefent 
Pleafure or^relieve a prefent Diftrefs. It is 
Negle&and Inconfideration only, which ruins 
all true Believers, but this Occafion of Ini- 
quity lik^wife We are delivered from. Every 
Day is a Sabbath or Day of Reft to Us. We 
are peculiarly fet apart for this Purpofe, and 
have dedicated our whole Time to the Service 
of God, and thereby indeed to the true Ser- 
vice of Ourfelves and our Fellow-Creatures. 
Every Argument We offer to convince them 
of the Truth, or to prefs them to the Practice 
of Religion, muft awaken our own Hearts, 
and warm Us with a true Senfe of Duty, and 
our Thoughts muft often be revolving the moft 
important and moft affecting Subje&s in eve* 
ry Compofition intended for their Service. — 
And as Every Inftance of Piety and Duty con- 
firms the general Habit, and leads to higher 
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Improvements, our neceflary Attendance on 
the Publick Offices of Religion, and above all, 
That which is now almoft generally neglected 
in other Families, but (till I hope, kept up in 
all ours, That of United conftant daily De- 
votion, Thefe are ftrong Affiftances in the 
Support of our Virtue, and great Helps to- 
wards the great End of our Being as well as 
of our Profeffion. Farther the Reftraints, 
which the Canons of the Church have wifely 
provided, with Refpe& to Habit and other 
Particulars, and even Thofe which Prudent 
Cuftom has laid on Us in Abftinence from Pub- 
lick Diverfions, are Prefervatives from Tem- 
ptation, and Nothing ought to be confidered 
as Little, which has a real Tendency to that 
End. Even the Difadvantages We lie under, 
are in this Refpeft of Ufe , and the more 
Croffes We have to wean Us from the Love 
of this World, the ftronger Motives have We 
to fet our Affe&ions on Things above, and 
to place all our Hopes, where They cannot be 
difappointed, if We are but faithful to Our- 
felves. Thofe Difadvantages are to a Pious 
Mind more than compenfated by thefe Means 
and Opportunities of Spiritual Improvement, 
and when We look to the ProfpeA of Joy tm- 
fteaiable and full of Glory % We cannot be fen- 
« fible 
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fible enough of the Bleffing of a Calling, which 
immediately forwards Us in the Attainment of 
it, and delivers Us from the ufual Impedi- 
ments to it. For as much and as juftly as We 
complain of the Corruption of the World, 
We are not Witnefles to the Worft Part of it* 
Our Prefence is a Check to their Excefles, 
and our Profeffion excufes Us from partaking 
in Purfuits of a dangerous or but of a fufpi- 
cious Afpedt. If we would preferve the E- 
fteem of the Worft, as well as of the Better 
Fart of Mankind, It muft be by an uniform 
Deportment fuitable to the End which We 
profefs to have in View ; and None would be 
more ready to cenfure and ridicule undue 
Compliances in a Clergyman, than Thofe, who 
would be moft forward to tempt Him to it. 
The Reputation of our Office preferves Us 
from many Occafions of Offence, and is itfelf 
preferved only by an entire Abftinence from 
All i and the Regard of the World, as well as 
the Applaufe of our own Confcience and the 
Favour of the great Searcher of it, will all be 
conciliated only by an exemplary Life and a 
Condu<3 anfwerable to the high Do&rine that 
We preach. — Thefe my Brethren are Some of 
the Felicities of our Station and Employment, 
which befides the Sacrednefs of our Office, the 

folemn 
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folemn Profeffions, which We made at our Or- 
dination, and the Influence of our Example 
on the Reft of Mankind, tie Us to higher De- 
grees of Holinefs Ourfelves, and more zea- 
lous Concern to promote the fame Spirit in 
Others. If We are in Earneft in the Dif. 
charge of our Duty, We fhall ftill meet with 
fome Succefs and Satisfaction in the Furfuit 
of it, and many Opportunities of Doing Good 
will then prefent Themfelves, which pafs un- 
obferved to a lefs zealous Mind. Though the 
Contradiction of Sinners may fometimes make 
Us Uneafy, tho' It cannot but grieve Us to 
fee Some ferioufly difputing againft their own 
Intereft, Others lightly facrificing their future 
Hopes to the Pleafantry of a Jeft, and a far 
greater Number difregarding in their Con- 
dud:, the only Thought worth living for, yet 
the Confcioufnefs of a fincere Endeavour to 
flop thefe Evil Principles and Pra&ices will be 
lome Confolation at prefent, and the Reward 
of fuch Endeavour will make Us Eternally Hap- 
py hereafter. Then Thofe, whom We have 
won over to a true Senfe of their beft Inte- 
reft, Thofe whom We have brought back to 
a Right Faith by Reafon and Argument, to a 
Regular Pra&ice by Admonition and Perfwa- 
lion, and to both by the Force of a Good Ex- 
ample, 
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ample, (hall be our Happy Witnefles at the 
great Day, and in their own Title to -a Glo- 
rious Sentence will evidence and enhance 
theirs, who were the Blefied Instruments of 
their Recovery and Reformation. For as the 
Apoftle exprefles it. i Thejf. 2. 19, What is our 
Hope and Joy and Crown of fy joy ring ? Are not 
even Thofe in the Prefence of our Lord tfefus 
Chrift at his Comings who have been convert- 
ed by our Labours to the Belief or the Pra- 
ctice of his Religion ? May This Refle&ion 
not only have its Weight with Us in thefe oc- 
cafional Meditations, but be the fettled fixed 
Principle of our whole Conduit ; that fo when 
We come hereafter to give an Account of our 
Stewardfhip, IVe may do it with Joy and not with 
Grief with Joy that We have faithfully dik 
charged this Important Office Ourfelves, and 
with Joy that We have thereby fuccefsfuliy 
contributed to the Salvation of Others* 
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